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DEP blasting inspector Gary Peterson, right, speaks with a blaster prior 

to shooting at the Black Castle surface mine in Boone County. 

Booming business 

Inspectors 
enforce 
blasting 
guidelines 

G 
ary Peterson has 
heard his share of 
tall tales.  
Heõs also encoun-

tered some heart -breaking sto-
ries along the way and dealt 
with the good, the bad and the 
ugly side of people.  

When you are an inspector 

By Tom Aluise 

See BOOMING, Page 2 

Combined 
Campaign 
will stretch 
fundraising 
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Mike Mertzõs regular 
job is with the Division 
of Mining and Reclama-
tionõs Oak Hill field of-
fice as a National Pollut-
ant Discharge Elimina-
tion System (NPDES) 
permit writer.  

Now, he can add 

òPetSmart 
Santaó to 
his re-
sume.  
This past 
holiday 
season, 
Mertz vol-
unteered 

to play Santa Claus in a 
unique role ñ posing for 

pictures with dogs and 
cats at the PetSmart 
store in the Trace Fork 
shopping center in 
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most of the dogs and cats he 

posed with at PetSmart be-

haved well. Not one bit him. 

See SANTA, Page 8 

With the close of 2009, the Com-
bined Campaign has officially ended.  

For 2010, the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection has made plans 
to stretch out the fundraising portion 
of the campaign. Employees can ex-

pect food sales and 
other fundraising ef-
forts throughout the 
year.  
   òAs the coordinator, I 
found that compressing 
all the fundraising into 

such a short span of 
time (from September 

through Dec. 31) was 
difficult for me,ó said Melinda Camp-
bell, coordinator for DEPõs Combined 
Campaign effort. òAnd it burned out 
our employees as contributors as 
well.  It seemed like they were always 
getting hit up for money.ó 

The Combined Campaign is a state 
employee -fueled charitable drive to 
raise money for fellow West Virginians 
in need. It is an effort organized by 
the United Way of Kanawha Valley. 
The charitable organizations range 
from West Virginia Habitat for Hu-
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See CAMPAIGN, Page 7 
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